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Her Majesty Queen ‟Masenate Mohato  Seeiso official-

ly launched the Pilot Solar Electrification Project at Ha 

Sankong .  

Her Majesty said she first felt impressed when she 

was requested to be the Patron of this project because 

her interest was in the benefits the project would bring 

to the people of Lesotho. "In 2015, I was part of the 

event to celebrate the return of these women from  

India.” 

As the Patron of this project, the Queen said she was 

pleased that “we are all here to witness and 

acknowledge their success as well as that of the Indi-

an and LHDA's initiative. I should tell you how im-

pressed I was, when I was requested to be the Patron 

of this project.” 

The Queen said the launch of the project is a very  

positive step towards women‟s empowerment through 

LHDA‟s initiative, adding that electrical engineering is 

usually done by men and indicated that she was     

impressed to see that women are today given the       

opportunity as well. 

“I am even aware that the same women are already 

training their village counterparts who have interest in 

the field of electrical engineering.” 

“I acknowledge LHDA and the Government of India for 

their partnership in changing Basotho women‟s lives 

and the entire Basotho nation,” the Queen added.  

 

 

Her Majesty cuts the ribbon at Ha Sankong 

The Solar engineers  were present at Ha 

Sankong. 
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   W A T E R  W A V E S  

LESOTHO HIGHLANDS WATER  

PROJECT – PHASE II UPDATE 

 

Procurement will continue to be the major 

focus of the water transfer component of 

Phase II during 2016. Several tenders are 

awaiting final approvals before negotia-

tions with the preferred bidders can com-

mence and appointments can be made.  

The LHDA is pleased that negotiations 

are underway with the preferred bidder for 

the professional services for the Environ-

mental and Social Impact Assessment 

(ESIA) for the Polihali Dam and Reser-

voir, which includes the site establishment 

areas for the dam, Transfer Tunnel and 

Project Housing. 

Demarcation of the reservoir was com-

pleted in December 2015 and the       

beacons erected along the reservoir    

perimeter by the  Maleka, Ntshihlele, 

Putsoa Joint Venture proudly herald the 

start of work on the ground.  

In the first week of February the drilling 

contractor, Diabor, mobilised on site to 

start the drilling that will investigate the 

geological conditions at the dam and tun-

nel sites and the quarry sites. The       

geotechnical studies are critical for the 

dam and tunnel engineers and feed into 

the designs of the two main components 

of Phase II – the Polihali Dam and the 

Polihali Transfer Tunnel. 

The master planning on the Housing and 

Related Infrastructure contract is in pro-

gress and the designs for the upgrade 

and widening of the Polihali North East 

Access Road are at an advanced stage.  

 

 

 

Great strides have been made in procur-

ing a consultant to carry out the further 

feasibility studies for the hydropower 

component of Phase II.  

All six shortlisted companies submitted 

technical and financial bids in December.  

The technical bids were evaluated in  

January and the recommendations of the 

evaluation panel were submitted to the 

technical sub-committee and Board for 

review before their submission to the 

World Bank. A decision from the World 

Bank to proceed to evaluation of financial 

bids has been received.  

 

 

The drilling contractor sinks a drill  to extract 

rock samples for investigation 

A lone beacon stands as testament for work 

completed at Polihali. 
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   W A T E R  W A V E S  

MOHALE FOB CELEBRATES 2016 BACK TO 

SCHOOL- SANKONG 

 

The Mohale Field Operations Branch held a 

one day back to school event at Monts‟i Com-

bined School in the Sankong area on the 

03/02/2016. The purpose of the event was to 

engage students on the cleaning and aware-

ness campaign of their environment, career 

guidance to students and information dissemi-

nation about the activities of the LHWP. 

The event began with a cleaning campaign, 

which started at the bridge near Ha Mokhathi 

village. The campaign included collection of 

papers and waste materials along the road, 

unblocking of two culverts in the access road 

leading to the school. The campaign was   

followed by a career guidance presentation by 

Mohale Field Operations Branch staff.  

The Public Relations Officer, Mrs. „Mamosa  

Lerotholi informed the students about the   

activities of the LHWP,  she said the fact that  

the government included the LHWP in the  

Lesotho school curriculum, it is incumbent  

upon the LHDA to disseminate information to 

schools and engage students and teachers on 

the mandate of the LHWP.  

The Mohale Branch Manager, Mr. Tatuku 

Maseatile presented gifts to vulnerable stu-

dents of the three schools participating at the 

event. The presents were procured by Mohale 

staff upon hearing the plight of some of the 

students in these schools. When presenting 

the gifts, the Manager told the students to re-

gard themselves as lucky as there are some 

people who heard their cry.  He said it would 

not be for the first time the LHDA staff visited 

the place.  He however, urged students to 

study hard for the better future. The schools 

were Montsi combined school, Bokong, 

Litsebe and Molikaliko primary Schools. 

 

 

 

Staff take the lead in a cleaning campaign. 

Some of the presents given to  vulnerable 

children on the day. 

LHDA staff  members glad in their school 

uniforms. 



P A G E  4  

 

 

 

 

   W A T E R  W A V E S  

LHDA IN CORPORATE CHALLENGE 

LIFELINE STING 

 

The Lesotho Highlands Development Au-

thority (LHDA) descended like wasps in a 

toss-up corporate challenge lifeline when 

Team LHDA defeated the Ministry of 

Tourism to bounce back into the mara-

thon challenge on January 30 2016.  

Following a defeat by the Lesotho Tour-

ism Development Corporation (LTDC) in 

2015, the LHDA was pitted against fellow 

losers, the Ministry of Tourism, Environ-

ment and Culture to give both entities a 

second go in the challenge to salvage a 

victory that would see the winner bounc-

ing back to the mainstream inter-company 

competition. 

The games started with LHDA winning 

the first set in which team of four mem-

bers were paired in two, two in each boat, 

canoed their boats into deep waters of the 

Maqalika dam and challenged to rescue 

their team members when their boats 

were capsized. Team LHDA came out 

with flying colours to take the lead points 

going into the second set. 

The second set consisted of a one-

member canoe relay across the Maqalika 

dam. In this set, competitors were ex-

pected to sail across the dam with the 

canoe and upon reaching the other side 

would hand the canoe over to his/her 

team mate on the other side of the dam to 

sail back. It was at this point that the Min-

istry of Tourism, Environment and culture 

outsmarted the LHDA 

The third set, which consisted of players 

having to remove some blocks from a set 

of 13 blocks but to still retain the same 

number of blocks even after the removal 

process.  

 

This was to be done in 5 minutes and the 

winner for this set was the LHDA. Unlike 

the third set which entailed block remov-

als, the fourth set, which comprised the 

team walking together with the person in 

the front being blindfolded and having to 

pour water from the bucket into the bottle 

placed at the end of the line. The MTEC 

won this set. 

The fifth and last set which involved plac-

ing some cogs into some rings was won 

by the LHDA.  

The LHDA has now officially bounced 

back into the corporate challenge compe-

tition for the 2016 and rearing to go for 

the jugular.       

 

 

 

The LHDA Team just before the games. 

LHDA’s Refiloe Nts’ohi wins the sprinting 

competition against an MTEC opponent. 


